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Mark Your Calendar: Thursday, September 28, 2006

On Thursday, September 28, 2006, from 6:00pm - 9:00pm, Lucy’s of Naperville will be hosting a 
fundraiser for NCO in their new store located at 218 Main Street in downtown Naperville.  Come
join us for an evening of fun, hors d’oeuvres, and shopping at a new and stylish woman’s clothing

store. Lucy was founded on a unique idea: offer beautifully designed, multi-use apparel that
inspires active women to lead active lives in style. Everything Lucy designs, creates and sells offers

inherent, on-the-go performance with a healthy dose of style. 

The store will also be donating 10% of their profits for the day to NCO! 

Don’t pass up this opportunity to purchase some great clothing items 
while at the same time supporting NCO!
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Save the Date:

NCO Evening at Lucy’s in Naperville
Thursday, September 28, 2006
6:00pm - 9:00pm
Lucy’s Retail Store - 218 Main Street

4th Annual Chocolate Festival
Saturday, January 13, 2007
10:00am - 4:00pm
Neuqua Valley High School - Gold Campus

8th Annual Spring Ahead Run
Sunday, April 15, 2007
8:00am
Tellabs Corporate Headquarters, Naperville
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By Julie Lichter

On June 26, 2006, NCO Youth & Family Services
entered a new era with the appointment of Ron

Hume as its Executive Director.  The transition has been
seamless with the staff and Ron.  

Ron holds a Master of Science degree inCounseling 
Psychology and his professional practice includes
youth services, mental health, child welfare, and special
education. Ron is presently a member of the Board of
Directors of the Learning Disabilities Association of America and the Chair of the
Justice System/Mental Health Committee of that Association.  Ron speaks, consults
and trains nationally and internationally.  

I sat down with Ron to get some insights on his new position and his transition to
Naperville.  

Outside of learning about NCO, what have you been working on? 
I am trying to sell my house in Vernon Hills so I can move to Naperville and get
more involved in the community.  Hopefully that will be sooner rather than later. 

What was the most unusual job you have had? 
I worked as a butcher's assistant when I was in High School.  Also one of the hardest
jobs I had was working for a moving company and we moved three families one day
in 16 hours.

What are your immediate goals for the agency?
Starting the process of looking at what our customer's value, what our customer’s
need that we might not be doing, and evaluate where we need to go next.

What has been your biggest surprise so far? 
A positive thing has been how well the agency is respected by the community, and
how well the staff works together.  I was told this going into the position, but I know
for a fact that this is true firsthand. Secondly, I was truly amazed at the size of the
auction and the community's response.  The Board and staff worked very hard on the
event and it all came together as an overwhelming success. 

What are your future goals?
I am anxious to become part of NCO's successes as a participant, not just a spectator.

On the personal side Ron brings a great deal of energy, enthusiasm and humorto his
life and his work. He also enjoys two things that most people dread: public speaking
and jumping out of airplanes.  Watch for updates on the latter!
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as an agent for positive change
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NCO Prevention Program
Making a Difference!

Each new school year brings a new beginning to the Snow programs, and this rebirth presents the perfect opportunity to
reflect on past accomplishments. Recalling yesterday's triumphs reenergizes and refocuses, reminding us what we strive for in
our programming and what we accomplish when we involve teens in the Snow programs. Last Spring, Naperville Operation
Snowball celebrated it's 20th Anniversary, and in a special Family Day program, provided parents and participants a walk
down memory lane. These handful of reminisces from that weekend are perfect examples of the reenergizing that comes from
reflection.

"Back in 1987 I remember asking Mr. Grosshuesch about this Snowball thing, and I'm glad he told me to go. As I thought
about the quote I wanted to give, I realized that many of my adult friends today are people I knew through being involved in
the Snowball program. I want to have the Seniors who are out here raise your hands. You guys were born the year I did my
first Snowball. I was asked to staff this weekend and didn't, because my wife is due with our first child on Wednesday. So I
challenge you - the folks who are staffing today - to make sure this program is here when my child gets  to high school." 
- Kevin Call, Snowball Class of 1989.

"Snowball definitely helped me to break out of my turtle shell and the friends I made then are still my good friends now.
Snowball gave me the tools I needed to stay positive about myself and the decisions that I make as an adult. I am currently
involved with a DOD (Dept. of Defense) program that instills these same ideas into the minds of elementary and middle
school children."  
- Sarah Hodgson, Snowball class of 1998 - Petty Officer, First Class United States Navy

“Just after candlelight sharing in spring of 2003, my first snowball leader told me how moved he was when reflecting on 
everything I beat to get where I was and how much I changed since my first snowball. That touched me more than he could
ever know. I often reflect back to this experience when I think things like...I'm doing this and no one's even noticing. That's
hardly ever true. I've learned your character is defined by what you do when people are not watching. “
- Debika Ghose, Snowball Class of 2003

"Snowball is an amazing organization that helped shape the individual I am today. It gave me the confidence and strength to
overcome the challenges life has thrown my way."  
- Kristen Smith, Snowball Class of 2000

“In my day, we had a part of Snowball called personal sharing - where people talked about their personal experiences, and
what they've learned from them.  I don't know if it was their stories exactly, but it was, and still is today, other people's 
stories that have kept me clean, and motivated to stay on a course that has gotten me to be where I am today.  I am still drug
free today and proud of that fact.  I wouldn't trade my time with Snowball for anything in the world.  It taught me 
self-confidence, leadership skills, and above all, the know-how to make the right choices in life.”
- Linda Kreger - Snowball Class of 1995

Looking forward to the 2006-2007 school year, there are a host of opportunities to be involved in Snow. Our program schedule
is below. For more information visit our website or contact prevention specialist Ian Shaw at (630) 961-2992 x231 or
ian@ncoyouth.org

Snowball (both districts) November 3, 4, & 5, 2006
Snowflake (both districts) December 2, 2006
Snowflurry district 204 February 10, 2007
Snowflurry district 203 February 24, 2007
Snowflurry district 204 March 10, 2006
Snowball (both districts) April 20, 21 & 22, 2007
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“An Evening in Tuscany”
A Grande Successo!

(A great success!)  

On Wednesday, July 26, 2006, 450 guests joined together to show their
support for NCO Youth and Family Services at their 16th Annual
Auction, held at Bobak’s Signature Events at Seven Bridges. 

The evening opened with the beautiful sounds of the Naperville String
Quartet, who played the guests throughout the event. An incredible
selection of Silent Auction items were also available including airplane
rides on WWII planes, a girls night out enjoying Margaritas and
Manicures at the Naperville Country Club, trips to Hawaii and
Florida, sports items, theatre tickets, wine tasting events and fine 

jewelry.  During the wine tasting portion of the evening, guests were invited to taste and enjoy several fine wines under
beautifully decorated trellis’ that made you feel like you were in an old Tuscan village.  After enjoying a wonderful Italian
buffet and a dessert table that was to die for, everyone “settled in” for a very spirited Live Auction. This year’s Auctioneer
was  Naperville’s very own Ray Kinney, who was assisted by our Honorary Chairman Dave Savini from CBS 2 Chicago.
One of the highlights of the Live Auction was a guitar autographed by the rock group U2.  Other Auction highlights
included: trips to Sonoma and Tuscany, an autographed jersey from the World Champion Chicago White Sox, a day at the
Autobahn Race Track, a Bentley for the weekend, tickets to the PGA Championship at Medinah, and TWO tours of CBS2!

The Auction Committee, including Brenda Harter, Event Chair, Jeff Harris and Brad Simmons, acquisitions; Brenda
DeGeer, ticket sales; Barb Juckins, Board liaison; Dawn Kelsch; entertainment and the NCO staff, contributed their time
and talents to plan this year’s event.  The success of any event is measured by the positive comments and the amount of
revenue generated.  NCOis pleased to announce the net revenue for the evening was $100,000.  It was one of our most 
successful events yet! 

This success could not have been possible without the generosity of our Sponsors, and the many companies and individuals
who contributed items and services.   Also, a SPECIAL thank you to our Event Chair Brenda Harter whose vision and  
support of this event was unmatched and very much appreciated! Do not miss next year’s event.  The planning has already
begun! 

Thank you for supporting NCO Youth and Family Services!  


